education is compulsory, the age of entrance will frequently be above that prescribed by law. This is due in part to an evasion of the law and in part to ill-health and the influx of a foreign population. Nevertheless, the majority of children are under seven years of age when first entered upon the enrollment records of the public schools.
It is the aim of the schools to have each child do the work of one grade in a single year, so that if a child enters the first grade at the age of six years he should, if the school succeeds in its purpose, begin the work of the second grade at the age of seven years; of the third grade at the age of eight and so on through the grades. The schools, however, do not succeed in realizing this ideal scheme of progress. A very cursory examination of school reports or enrollment records will reveal the fact that there is a large number of children in the public schools who must often have failed to make the necessary promotions.
From the analysis of the enrollment figures of the Camden schools for 1905-06 it appeared that about 2,000 public school children, or 26% per cent of the entire number, were retarded, meaning by retarded those children of the first grade who were nine years old or more, of the second grade those who were ten or more and so on. A realization of the extent of this retardation led Mr. Bryan, the city superintendent, to study by means of a statistical inquiry the conditions producing it, and also to consent to a clinical examination of the 2,000 children whom his statistics showed to be retarded. This Step-father, Step-mother Consequently, the higher the figure, the higher is the grade of mentality which it denotes. This use of the highest figure for the highest, and the lowest figure for the lowest degree of the quality after which it appears, is followed wherever figures are used for grading. In general, this is contrary to custom, but it is adhered to in this blank for the sake of being consistent with the percentile system of marking grades. Just as in the percentile system, so in this system the lower numbers 3tand for the lower grades.
After this general treatment of the graded items, I wish to consider these items individually, and first mentality. The immediate purpose of the preparation and employment of this blank was the collection of data for an investigation of the causes of retardation. Much of the retardation may be accounted for by a low degree of mentality; and to determine the number whose mental capacity is low, gradation was not avoidable. The grades of normal mentality appear on the blank after the word normal.
The symbols employed are vG, G, M, SI, and D, and they stand for the words very good, good, medium, slow, and dull. These words were not used to grade the class standing of the children, but their mental capacity or ability. The use of the words very good, good, and medium for grades 5, 4, and 3, will be accepted without comment. It may seem that perhaps we should have chosen the words poor, and very poor for grades 2 and 1 respectively. These words indeed are often applied, but the endeavor was made to use on the blank, words which would appeal most to the natural judgments of the teacher. It'was thought that many teachers speak of their children as being "slow" and that this means more as a grading of mental capacity than the term poor.
A "dull" child the teacher also understands readily,' and this seemed to be a more striking term for children who are in the lowest grade of normal mentality than the rather indefinite term very poor.
Whatever catchwords may be employed, they serve only to assist the investigator to assign the child his proper position in one of the five grades represented by 5, 4, 3, 2 (To be continued.)
